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Many of the errcre in the text may be treced to misprints or wrong

transoriptions. The most commnon ones appear amcng the dates. Fortunately

tbese omn be generally deteoted by itextusl oomparieon and through calou-

lations, They ususlly ocour in the following circumstances:—

(a)

(v)

/
5,

The two 'oolestisl stema’' (+‘ien kan) '1%' and toni?

sach other. 4 day-oycle denoted by the cembination of '1' with one
of the 'tsrrestrial branches' (ti cbib) precedes all coming day-cycles
formed by ocombining ‘chi' with the same 'terrestrial branch' by

(60m + 24) days, where n takes the values 0, 1, 2, 3, eto. On the
other hand, a day-oyole formed by combining 'chi' with any of the

* are confused for

poesible 'terreatrial brenches' preosdss all coming days formed by
combining '1' with the same 'terreatrisl branch' by (SOn + 36) days.
The day-oyoles involved are:- i-chou and ohi-oh‘ou,

i-bai and ¢hi-hai,

i-yu and chi-yu,

j-gsu and chi-aeu, and

i-mao and chi-mao.

6, and 'wu1' sre oconfused. A day-oycla

The !'tarreatrial tranches' “tsu
formed by the combination of a 'celestial stem' with the former
differs from thet formed by combining the same *c¢elestial stem' with
the latter hy {60n + 30) days, where n takes the values 0, 1, 2, 3, atec.
The day-oyoles jnvolved are:-— obla-tgu and chia-wu,

ping-tsu and ping-wu,

wu-tgu and wu-wu,

k#ng-tsu and keéng-wu, and

jén-tzu wnd jén—wu.
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{e) The *terrestrial branches’ 'wul' and "012' ars saplly confuped.
This can be easily detected from the combination itself, since they
cannot combine with the same 'celestial atems'.

To explain the above it hap to be mentioned that the Chinese smployed
a 60-year oycle for the years and a 60-day oycle for the days {inetead of
the 7-day cyole of our mwodsrn oslendar), Both the oyelas are formed by
the same 60 differsnt possible combinatione of a meries of ten symbols,
the 'celsetial stema' (tien ka.nj), with another series of twelve symbols,
the terrestrial branches' (ti chih"). By taking the symbols in each meries
cne at & time in & oyolic ordsr sixty different poseibls combinations are
derived, The two meriss and the seragesimal cyoles are shown below:-

7, tinga, I\I.g, chim, k&ngn 12, jlnl‘;,

t‘ien kan chiaE, 16, ping y bein
k'uaild.
$1 ohih tzﬁls, oh‘ouls, y‘inn, mola, ch‘lnlg, am—lm, wua, '9122,
ahéne'}, yued, hm’ies, ne1 %,
the sexageeimal oyole
1. chia-trm 11, chiahmi 21. chia-shén
2. 1-ch'ou 12. i-hai 22, i-yu
3. ping-yin 13. ping-tzu 23, ping-hs
4. ting-meo 14, ting-oh‘ou 24, ting-hai
5, wo-ch‘8n 15, wu-yin 25. wu-tza
6. chi-ssu 16, chi-mao 26. chi-ch'ou
7. kéng-wu 17. kéng-oh'én 27. k8ng-yin
8. hsin-wei 18. hein-ssu 28. hein-mao
9. jén-shdn 19, jén—wu 29. j8n-ch'Sn
10, kuei-yu 20. kuei-wei 30, kuei-ssu
31, chiawu 41, chia~oh'én 51. ohia-yin
32. 1-wei 42. 1-seu 52. i-mao
33, ping-shén 43. ping-wu 53, ping-och'én
34. ting-yu 44, ting-wel 54. ting-seu
35. wu-hsu 45. wu—ehén 55, wWu-wu
36. chi-hai 46, chi-yu 56. ohi-wai
37. kéng-tru 47. k8ng-heu 57. kBng-&hln
38. hwsin-ch‘ou 48. hmin-hai 58. hain-yu
19. j8n-yin 49, j8n-tsu 59. j8n-hei
40. Xuei-mao 50. kuei-oh‘ou 60. ¥uei-hai
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